
Submit drought-related 
observations
https://bit.ly/droughtreport19

(Mobile-friendly, in response to popular demand!)



Please use the map to tell us the location of your 
observation. Once in a while, geocoding won’t work. 
As a backup, please use the dropdown menu to select 
the state and county of your observation. 

What is the location of your 
observation? 



The calendar auto-fills to today’s date. If your observation is 
from a different day, please click inside the box to open the 
calendar, and select a different date. 

The size of the marker on the map indicates the relative age 
of the report, with smaller ones being earlier in the year and 
larger ones being more recent.

What is the date of your observation? 



How dry or wet is it?

Your answer to this question appears on the 
“Overview” tab of the map, which is the one 
place where all observations are visible.



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report crop impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report livestock impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report water impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report fish or wildlife impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report recreation & tourism impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report business impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report public health or 
community impacts



Click on a category / sector / area of concern to see a 
list of possible impacts, and check any that you have 
experienced. 

Report fire impacts



Upload a photo
… up to 10MB, if you are the photographer or have 
the photographer’s permission to share it. By 
uploading the photo, you agree that it may be used 
and shared for educational and management 
purposes. Please note that photos take a few days to 
be added to the map. Currently, you can only submit 
one photo, but this may change soon. 

Provide a description or 
caption
If you uploaded a photo, please tell us what it 
shows, and also provide credit information. Who 
took the photo? 
Please provide any additional information that may 
help us understand any impacts you checked, such 
as the type of crop that you grow or livestock that 
you raise, or what business you are in. 



Identification: Optional but helpful
Your name, organization and email are 
optional, but helpful in case we have more 
questions or need to get in touch. 

Click “Submit,” and you’re done!



View reports

Your report should appear almost 
immediately on the map that is linked 
at the top of the survey form, and 
from the Drought Impact Reporter’s 
Submit a Report page. 

As of February 2019, only two 
observations had been submitted for 
the year. 



Select which impacts you’d like to see

To look for specific impacts, go to a tab, and then click on 
the icon on the top right corner of the map. A list of 
potential impacts will appear. Un-check any that you don’t 
want to see. At the time this presentation was created, no 
one had submitted observations with impacts in 2019.



The pictures tab on the far right 
helps you quickly locate which 
reports included photos. Click to 
open the report and then on the 
link to an image. We collected 
about 240 photos in 2018. 

View photos



How often should you report? 

We recommend that you submit a photo each month or each season, to provide an ongoing comparison of wet, 

dry and normal conditions. Of course, we also welcome more frequent submissions. 

In the long term, we would like to build an online collection of landscape photos over time, showing what a given 

place looks like in wet, dry and normal conditions at all times of year. This would be an excellent resource for 

many uses, including assessments for the U.S. Drought Monitor and for other land and water management 

decisions. 



Questions, comments? Please contact: 

Kelly Helm Smith
National Drought Mitigation Center
402-472-3373
ksmith2@unl.edu


